
Inspection of Funtastic Kids @ Loddon
Loddon Primary School, Silverdale Road, Earley, Reading RG6 7LR

Inspection date: 10 May 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive excitedly and happily at this club. They cleanse their hands before 
eating food and sit socially together with a member of staff during mealtimes. 
Children confidently share their news and what they have been doing during the 
day. They listen to instructions well and their manners and behaviour are 
exemplary. Children are developing good skills for the future. 

Staff arrange toys and resources well. This enables children to have independent 
access to activities, which suit their interests and needs. For example, staff know 
that young children like to play with the jigsaws, while older children enjoy role 
play using construction toys. Children clearly know the resources that are on offer 
and confidently ask for additional toys from the cupboard. Staff provide 
opportunities for children to relax after a busy day, such as by reading books in the
quiet area that they have created. Children form good friendships with one 
another.

Many of the children have a real interest in creating things and confidently discuss 
with friends what they are making. Children count the number of stickers on their 
artwork and keenly share their creations with each other. They develop strong 
bonds with staff, who are extremely caring and always put children's safety and 
well-being at the heart of everything they do. Children show they feel safe and 
secure. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff give children time to think of their own ideas and value their opinions. They
encourage children to think about how they can adapt an activity. Children 
excitedly try using paper instead of card when fixing the hour and minute hands 
onto the wristwatch they are making. They feel proud of their achievements and
enjoy the praise they receive. Children learn to become critical thinkers.

n Leaders and staff are very organised, ensuring the club runs efficiently. The 
manager routinely monitors staff practice and regularly completes audits to 
monitor the quality of the club. Parents regularly complete a questionnaire. Their
views are important, and any appropriate changes are noted and actioned. Staff 
discuss their training needs during regular supervision meetings. They comment 
that they enjoy their work and feel valued and part of a team where their ideas 
are welcomed.

n Staff know the children well. The key-person system is effective. Young children 
are consistently cared for by familiar staff, who demonstrate they thoroughly 
enjoy working at the club. Children's emotional well-being is supported 
effectively. For example, staff take the time to listen to children and offer 
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comfort if they need reassurance.
n Children who speak English as an additional language are supported well. Staff 

work closely together with teaching staff of the host school in sharing strategies 
to support language. This helps to ensure children's individual needs are 
effectively met. Staff help children to have a positive experience while at the 
club. All children are well supported, they enjoy themselves.

n Parents speak highly of the club and appreciate the good communication that 
exists. Comments include, 'When I pick my children up, I always observe how 
content they are. They have established great friends at the club. Staff have a 
great understanding of their needs and know them well, which brings me 
comfort. I would always recommend the club.'

n Staff support children to understand the importance of a healthy lifestyle. 
Children enjoy nutritious snacks that cater to all children's individual dietary 
needs. They also have access to outdoor play, where they play energetically 
using a wide range of resources. Children learn the importance of being healthy 
and active. Staff enjoy joining in with the children's games. For example, 
children decide they want to draw a map to find their 'treasure'. Staff join 
children in their fun, finding the treasure hidden around the playground. 

n Children's behaviour is excellent. All children are kind and caring towards each 
other. They demonstrate this when they invite each other into their games. 
Children help to devise the club rules, which helps them to take ownership of 
their actions and behaviours.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff have a good understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children, 
which includes how to report a concern about an adult working with children. They 
clearly recognise the signs and symptoms that might indicate a child is at risk from 
harm or abuse and know the procedures to follow. Staff receive regular 
safeguarding training, including about the 'Prevent' duty. Robust recruitment 
procedures are in place along with rigorous ongoing checks to ensure the suitability
of staff. Staff supervise children closely and ensure they are safe and feel secure. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2625040

Local authority Wokingham

Inspection number 10276033

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 102

Name of registered person Funtastic Kids Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900116

Telephone number 07931820351

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Funtastic Kids @ Loddon registered in 2021. It is situated within Lodden Primary 
School, Early, near Reading, Berkshire. It is open on weekdays during term time 
from 7.30am to 8.50am and from 3.15pm to 6pm. It is also opens on weekdays 
during some weeks of the school holidays. The club employs eight members of 
staff. Of these, one member of staff holds qualified teacher status and a further 
two members of staff hold early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hazel Farrant
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and staff, and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the 
setting.

n The manager showed the inspector around the premises, and talked about how 
the provision is organised and about the activities provided for children.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children.
n Leaders met with the inspector to discuss leadership and management matters. 

The inspector looked at relevant documents provided, including evidence of the 
suitability checks carried out on staff. 

n The inspector and manager observed an activity together. 
n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. She also spoke to parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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